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Ozge Togral *

Osmanli Kudiis'iinde Bagcilik Faaliyetleri ve Sarap Uretimi:
Yafa, Sarona ve Uyun kara Ornegi (1875-1917)

Oz | Abstract: 19. yiizyil siyasi atmosferinde degisken dinamikler, Kudiis'e olan
ilgiyi artirmistir. Bu nedenle bdlgeye yapilan gocler hiz kazanmistir. Esasinda
Osmanli cografyasina karsi emperyalist politikalar dahilinde bolgede hegemonik
amagch yerlesimler artmistir. Oyle ki, yabanc1 yerlesimcilerin bolgede kalict olmasini
saglamak maksadiyla Rothschild ailesi ve Templer Cemiyeti gibi niifuzlu kuruluslar
Yafa ve civarma yatirim yapmis ve bu dogrultuda Siyonist emellerle tarim kolonileri
olusturmuslardir. Yapilan ¢alisma genelde Kudiis’e 6zelde ise Yafa, Sarona ve Uyun
Kara’ya yapilan goglerle sekillenen bagcilik faaliyetlerini incelemektir. Ayrica gogiin
basarili olmasi igin tarimsal faaliyetlere olanak sunacak bir cografyanin secilmis
olmas1 dikkat c¢ekmektedir. Alman Musevi yerlesimcilerin Yafa ve civarinda
olusturulan tarim kolonilerinin iiretim yapmasinda diger bir etken Yafa limaninin 19.
ylizyilda Dogu Akdeniz ticaretine yon veren uluslararasi piyasaya entegre olmasidir.
Nitekim, iiretilen tiztimiin fabrikalarda islenerek dis piyasaya aktarilmasinda Yafa
limanmin niteligi ortaya ¢ikmaktadir. 20. yiizyilin baslarina gelindiginde, Yafa,
Sarona ve Uyun Kara 6nemli sarap iiretim merkezleri haline gelmistir. Bilhassa Uyun
Kara’da {iretilen saraplar, uluslararasi alanda kaliteleriyle taninirlik kazanmiglardir.
Ozetle, Osmanli Arsiv belgeleri basta olmak iizere cesitli arastirma ve inceleme
eserler dikkate alinarak hazirlanan bu ¢alismanin amaci, Osmanli Kudiis'iinde
yabanc1 yerlesimcilerin 1875 ve 1917 yillarinda gergeklestirdigi bagcilik faaliyetlerini,
igki {iretimi ve ticareti baglaminda incelemektir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Osmanli Devleti, Kudiis, Sarona, Uyun Kara, Sarap, Bagcilik,
Kolonilesme.

Viticulture Activities and Wine Production in Ottoman Jerusalem:
The Case of Jaffa, Sarona and Uyun Qara (1875-1917)

Abstract | Oz: In the dynamic political atmosphere of the 19th century, interest in
Jerusalem grew significantly, leading to an acceleration of migration to the region.
Within the framework of imperialist policies directed at Ottoman territories,
settlements with hegemonic aims increased. Influential organizations such as the
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Rothschild family and the Templer Society invested in Jaffa and its surroundings to
ensure the permanence of foreign settlers in the area, establishing agricultural
colonies aligned with Zionist ambitions. This study examines viticultural activities
shaped by migration to Jerusalem, focusing specifically on Jaffa, Sarona, and Uyun
Qara. Additionally, it is noteworthy that the chosen geography was selected for its
suitability for agricultural activities, which contributed to the success of these
migrations. Another factor enabling the productivity of German Jewish settlers in
agricultural colonies around Jaffa was the integration of the Jaffa port into the
international markets of the Eastern Mediterranean trade network during the 19th
century. The significance of the port is evident in the processing of grapes in factories
and their export to foreign markets. By the early 20th century, Jaffa, Sarona, and
Uyun Qara had become prominent centers of wine production. Notably, the wines
produced in Uyun Qara gained international recognition for their quality. In
summary, this study, based on Ottoman archival documents as well as various
research and analytical works, aims to investigate the viticultural activities
conducted by foreign settlers in Ottoman Jerusalem between 1875 and 1917, with a
particular focus on alcohol production and trade.

Keywords: Ottoman Empire, Jerusalem, Sarona, Uyun Qara, Wine, Viticulture,
Colonization.

Introduction

Wine production activities within the scope of viticulture in Ottoman
Jerusalem, particularly in Jaffa, Sarona, and Uyun Qara between 1875 and
1917, were shaped by migration movements that emerged within the
political context of the 19th century. However, before delving into this topic,
it is essential to first examine Jerusalem’s incorporation into Ottoman
territories and its administrative status under Ottoman rule, with a specific
focus on agricultural production.

Jerusalem, which became part of the Ottoman borders in 1517 during
Sultan Selim I's conquest of Egypt and Syria, held great significance due to
its sacred status. Because of this religious importance, especially during the
reign of Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent, significant construction activities
were focused on in the city. This importance was also reflected in the
Ottoman administrative organization. For example, the judiciary of
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Jerusalem was ranked among major judiciaries like Cairo, Medina, and
Aleppo’.

Centralized policies to control the region brought changes to Jerusalem.
After the city was captured in 1516, it was administratively part of the
Damascus Province as a sanjak. However, this continued until 1831 when it
came under the rule of Mehmed Ali Pasha of Egypt. After the Ottoman rule
was restored, in 1841, Jerusalem Sanjak was attached to the Sidon Province?2.
Reorganizations followed, and Gaza and Jaffa were initially connected to the
Jerusalem Sanjak. Nablus was also included in 1842. The status of Jerusalem
remained that of a sanjak, and in 1865 it became part of the Syrian Province?.
In 1871, it was made an lieutenant governor (mutessarif) directly controlled
by the central government until the Ottoman rule ended in 19174

Due to its geographical position, climate, and ports connected to the
eastern Mediterranean, Jerusalem was a focal point of European rivalry
throughout various periods. In addition to trade opportunities, pilgrimages
tied to religious interests fueled competition among states®. The 1878 Berlin
Treaty was significant in this regard, designating France as the protector of
Catholics. Germany, in response, adopted policies to claim a protector role
over both Catholics and Protestants, engaging in activities like establishing
churches and schools in the area, especially from the 1860s onward¢. This
competition, particularly around Jerusalem, saw Jaffa emerge as a notable
location.

1 Yasemin Avci, Degisim Siirecinde Bir Osmanli Kenti: Kudiis (1890-1914) (Ankara: Phoenix, 2004),
35.

2 Kamil Cemil el-Aseli, “Kudiis”, Islim Ansiklopedisi, (istanbul: TDV Yayinlari, 2002), 26: 335-336.
3 el-Aseli, “Kudiis”, 335; Ihsan Satis, “Kudiis Mutasarriflar1 (1841-1902),” Tarih Incelemeleri
Dergisi 30, no.2 (2015): 547. https://dergipark.org.tr/tr/pub/egetid/issue/17759/185962.

4 Yasemin Avc ve Omiir Yazia Ozdemir, “Osmanli Devirlerinin Son Yillarinda Kudiis'ii
Yonetmek: Mutasarrif Azmi Bey ve 1916 Tarihli Raporu,” Dr. Kemal Das¢ioglu’'na Vefa Kitabi, ed.
Mithat Aydin ve Siileyman Inan (Ankara: Pegem Akademi, 2020), 342; el-Aseli, 335; Feyza Betiil
Kose, “Osmanh Dénemi Kudiis'iinde Idari ve Sosyal Yap1,” Ardahan Universitesi Insani Bilimler
Ve Edebiyat Fakiiltesi Belgii Dergisi 1 , (2015): 167.
https://dergipark.org.tr/tr/pub/belgu/issue/37862/437505

5 Asuman Golpmar, “II. Abdiilhamid Doneminde Kudiis'te Alman Hiristiyan Hacilar igin
Kurulan Miiesseseler,” Filistin Aragtirmalar Dergisi 15, (2024): 160.
http://www filistin.org/tr/pub/issue/85844/1398651.

¢ [lber Ortayl, Osmanli Imparatorlugu’nda Alman Niifuzu (Istanbul: Kronik Kitap, 2023), 159.
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Jaffa, located forty miles from Jerusalem, was an ancient city and a key
stop for pilgrims traveling to Jerusalem due to its religious significance’. By
the 16th century, Jaffa became a transit point for non-Muslims, especially
Jews and Christians, visiting or settling in Jerusalem. Many Christian
pilgrims arrived in Jaffa via English and French ships to continue their
journey to Jerusalems?.

In the 16th century, Jaffa was a village linked to the Ramla district of
Gaza, within the Damascus Province. By the 1800s, it became
administratively connected to Jerusalem. In 1874, although Jerusalem was
separated from the Damascus Province, Jaffa maintained its status as a kaza
under Jerusalem®. Its growth, spurred by its port, also saw an influx of
foreign settlers during the 19th century. The opening of a second gate in
Jaffa’s city walls in the 1850s allowed for expansion beyond the walls™. Since
the end of the 19th century, due to the increase in various public works
activities, Jerusalem, which has religious features in the inner region, and the
city of Jaffa, which has port features, have come closer. Jaffa, which is
administratively affiliated with the Mutasarrifate of Jerusalem, has actually
strengthened its cultural and commercial aspects. Because Jaffa is a gateway
to the Mediterranean, which determines the economic and cultural status of
Jerusalem. The fact that almost all of the pilgrims and tourists who come to
Jerusalem come through this gateway to the Mediterranean and that those
who have an important place in the city's economy have reached a position
where they try to get a share from the profitable orange export are notable
for the city's development as well as its economy. Jaffa, which is suitable for
production and commercial activities due to its climate characteristics and

7 Sibli Numani, Tiirkiye Misir Suriye Bir Seyahatname, ¢ev. Muharrem Varol (Istanbul: Timas
Yayinlari, 2021), 229-230; Ergiin Ozsoy, “16. Yiizyilda Alman Seyahatnamelerine Gore Dogu
Akdeniz Limanlar:: Trablussam, Yafa, iskenderiye,” Tiirk Deniz Ticareti Tarihi Sempozyumu
Mersin ve Dogu Akdeniz-Bildiriler Kitabi 111, (Mersin: Mersin Deniz Ticaret Odas1 Yaynlari, 2011),
124.

8 Alaattin Dolu, Osmanli Kudiis'ii Kent Kimligi, Niifuz ve Mesruiyet (1703-1789), (1stanbu1: Kire
Yayinlari, 2020), 221.

9 [smail Yasayanlar, “An Example of Efforts to Increase Agricultural Output in The Ottoman
Middle-East: The Irrigation Project of The Jaffa Valley (1890-1894),” Belleten 80, no. 287 (2016):
201. 10.37879/belleten.2016.201.

10 Yasemin Avci, “19. Yiizyilin Son Ceyreginde Filistin’in Liman1 Yafa: Bir Catisma ve Rekabet
Odagy,” Tarih Incelemeleri Dergisi 30, no.2 (2015): 387.
https://dergipark.org.tr/tr/pub/egetid/issue/17759/185948.
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location, has developed in the 19th century, and its demographic
characteristics have also changed!!.

Not only oranges but also grape production and export, which played a
prominent role in agricultural activities, were extensively practiced in the
region. In fact, viticulture, which significantly influenced wurban
development and the city’s economy, could be observed across all provinces
of the Ottoman Empire. Indeed, one of the key factors contributing to the
growth of urban economies was agricultural production, and grape
cultivation held a particularly important position within this context.
Grapes, a longstanding agricultural and commercial product that impacted
the Ottoman economy, occupied a significant share among the empire’s
agricultural activities. Viticulture was widespread in production areas, both
in Rumelia and Anatolia’ Indeed, viticulture was notably practiced in
various regions during the 16th century, including Icel, Menemen, Mugla,
Malatya, Antep, Adiyaman, Bitlis, Harput, and Gallipoli®®. Similarly, in the
same century, grapes were the primary agricultural product in the villages
of Bethlehem and Beit Jala, which were under the jurisdiction of Jerusalem.
These areas were known for their remarkably high grape harvests'+.

An analysis of 1909 data reveals that vineyards dedicated to grape
production in numerous provinces, including Istanbul and its surroundings,
Aydin, Ankara, Biga, Hiidavendigar, Karesi, Konya, Kastamonu, Sivas,
Aleppo, Syria, Baghdad, Basra, Beirut, Benghazi, and Tripoli, highlight the
significant impact of viticulture on the Ottoman economy. These figures
demonstrate the substantial role of grape cultivation in the country’s
production capacity. According to Tevfik Giiran, in 1909, the vineyard areas
in Jerusalem alone covered 37,360 acres, yielding approximately 27,325 tons

11 John Biissow, “Zihin Haritalar:: Ge¢ Osmanli Doneminde iki Filistin Gazetesinin Akdeniz
Diinyast,” Osmanlilardan Giiniimiize Dogu Akdeniz Kentleri, gev. N. Berktay (Istanbul: Tiirkiye Is
Bankas: Yayinlari, 2015), 123-124.

12 Tevfik Giiran, 19.Yiizyilda Osmanli Ekonomisi Uzerine Arastirmalar (Istanbul: Tiirkiye Is Bankas:
Yayinlari, 2014), 85.

13 Jbrahim Solak, “Osmanli imparatorlugu Déneminde Anadolu’da Meyve ve Sebze Uretimi,”
Tiirkiyat Aragtirmalart Dergisi 24, (2008): 222.
https://dergipark.org.tr/tr/pub/sutad/issue/26266/276701.

14 Amy Singer, Kadilar Kullar Kudiislii Kéyliiler, cev. Sema Bulutsuz (Istanbul: Tiirkiye Is Bankast
Yayinlari, 2008), 106-107.
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of grapes. The value of the grapes produced amounted to 15,961 kurus?. As
evidenced, grape production held a significant place in the agricultural
economy of the Ottoman Empire. Consequently, agricultural statistics were
recorded in 1907 for the Empire's European territories and in 1909 for its
Asian and African lands to document production levels. Within this
framework, the agricultural statistics compiled by the Ottoman
administration ranked grapes second among vineyard and orchard
products. From this perspective, it is evident that grape production was
among the leading agricultural products in the Ottoman Empire’¢. A portion
of the grapes produced was offered to foreign markets as an export
commodity. Notably, dried grapes began gaining prominence in European
markets during the second half of the 19th century and ranked fifth among
the Ottoman Empire's export products by the early 20th century. Although
this ranking shifted during the First World War, dried grape exports
experienced minimal decline compared to other export goods. Indeed, the
figures from the pre-war period and the war years indicate no significant
discrepancy’.

Viticulture activities were predominantly concentrated in urban
outskirts and towns. Particularly because grapes were a market-oriented
product, vineyards constituted a significant portion of agricultural lands in
certain regions of the Ottoman Empire's. Not only grapes but also the wine
produced from grapes were important export products in the Ottoman
economy. Changes occurred in the 19th century regarding the export of the
wines produced. At this point, agricultural diseases were effective in the
distribution of Ottoman wines in the world market. Especially in 1870, the
vine weevil disease, which negatively affected French vineyards, forced
France to import wine from the Ottoman Empire. In fact, this disease, which
negatively affected the vineyards in France, positively affected the Ottoman
viticulture activities and caused the producers engaged in viticulture in the

15 Tevfik Giiran, Resmi Istatistiklere Goére Osmanli Toplum ve Ekonomisi (Istanbul: Tiirkiye Is
Bankas! Yayinlari, 2017), 217.

16 Giiran, 19. Yiizyilda Osmanli Ekonomisi, 83-84.

17 Safiye Kiranlar, “Birinci Diinya Savast Yillarinda izmir'den Istanbul’a Kuru Uziim ve Incir
Sevkiyaty,” Klasikten Moderne Osmanli Ekonomisi, ed. Arif Bilgin ve Burhan Caglar (Istanbul:
Kronik Kitap, 2009), 191.

18 Giiran, 19. Yiizyilda Osmanli Ekonomisi, 88.
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Ottoman Empire to make great profits’>. However, vine leaf disease became
widespread in Europe in the 1880s and prompted many European producers
to invest in the Ottoman Empire. For example, French wine producers from
Perpignan, who were involved in export-oriented cultivation, established a
wine industry around Liileburgaz?.

Viticulture activities were generally concentrated in areas with dense
populations and access to external markets. Indeed, the demand for
products derived from vineyards, such as nardenk, dried grapes, molasses,
and alcoholic beverages, primarily came from towns and cities, which
played a significant role in shaping these activities?!. An example of this can
be seen in the village of Inab, which was under the jurisdiction of Jerusalem.
Inab is located on the main road leading from the coast to Jerusalem. The
village engages in agricultural activities, particularly the production of (Sira)
slightly fermented grape juice2. At this point, considering that grape
production was concentrated in market-oriented areas, it can be argued that
viticulture activities were carried out in regions close to the coastal areas.

Similarly, the locations of Jaffa, Sarona, and Uyun Qara highlight the
significance of exporting the grapes and wine produced to foreign markets.
Taking into account the agricultural and economic opportunities, the
reasons behind the migration to the region become clear. Due to its climate
and strategic location, Jaffa experienced growth in the 19th century, and this
development, along with changes in the political arena, significantly
impacted the demographic characteristics of Palestine.

As a matter of fact, due to the anti-Semitic attitude in Russia in the
1880s, Jewish immigration from Russia to Palestine began. This migration
movement has increased since the 19th century. Measures were taken to
prevent the Ottoman Empire from reaching a point that would damage its

19 Frangois Georgeon, Rakinn Ulkesinde Osmanly Imparatorlugu’ndan Erdogan Tiirkiyesi'ne Sarap ve
Alkol (14.-21. Yiizyillar), gev. Renan Akman (Istanbul: fletisim Yayinlari, 2023), 163.

20 Rudi Matthee, Angels Tapping at the Wine-Shop’s Door: A History of Alcohol in the Islamic World
(London: C. Hurst&Co, 2023), 153-154.

21 Dervig Tugrul Koyuncu, “Osmanli Imparatorlugu'nda Alkollii igeceklerin (Arak ve Sarap)

Uretimi, Ticareti ve Tiiketimi: 1792-1839 Istanbul Ornegi,” (Doktora Tezi, Marmara Universitesi,
2019), 122.

2 Singer, Kadilar Kullar, 110.
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political authority, especially in Jerusalem?®. Despite various measures,
Jewish immigration to Palestine could not be prevented. It would be
appropriate to give information about the German Jewish settlement in
Palestine, especially since it has been determined within the scope of this
study that it was Jews of German origin who were engaged in viticulture,
grape and wine production and trade in the vineyards in and around Jaffa.

The process of immigration of Jews of German origin to Jerusalem
accelerated in the 1830’s. In particular, after foreigners were allowed to
purchase land in Ottoman territories with the decree dated June 1, 1867,
Germans were also given the right to settle in Jerusalem with the agreement
signed between the Ottoman Empire and Prussia in 1869%. The Templer
Society, founded in Germany, took advantage of this situation and bought
land in Jaffa in 1871 and established an agricultural colony in the region2.
The aforementioned society worked on agricultural improvement?.
Especially after the Berlin Treaty, Jewish-German settlement increased?.

The Ottoman Empire tried to take measures both to prohibit Jewish
immigration and to prevent Jews from purchasing land in order to settle in
Palestine. For example; with an instruction dated 1883, the right of Jews
under Ottoman administration to buy and sell land was protected, but the
registration of land on foreign Jews was prohibited®. In the following
period, the Ottoman Empire continued to take measures. However, these
measures remained indifferent. Because in the process of colonization in

2 Sezen Karabulut, “Savas Yillar1 Osmanh Kudiis'iinde Miilkiyet Hakk: (1914-1918),” Tarih
Incelemeleri Dergisi 33, no. 2 (2018): 469. https://doi.org/10.18513/egetid.502715; Avci, Degisim
Siirecinde Bir Osmanli Kenti: Kudiis, 79-80.

24 Abdullah Cakmak, “Osmanli Kudiisiinde Devlet ve Toplum (1798-1841),” (Doktora Tezi,
Afyon Kocatepe Universitesi, 2019), 269; Ozge Togral, “Osmanli Devletinde Alliance
Israelite’nin Egitim Olgusu: Yafa Alman Musevi Ziraat Mektebi Ornegi,” Akdeniz Insani Bilimler
Dergisi 12, (2022): 200. 10.13114/MJH.2022.582.

25 Ortayl, Osmanli Imparatorlugu’nda Alman Niifuzu, 159.

26 Kevser Topkar, Osmanl Filistini'nde Alman Kolonileri (1869-1917) (Istanbul: Tasmektep
Yayinlari, 2015), 92.

2 Topkar, Osmanl: Filistini'nde Alman Kolonileri, 90.

28 Ortayli, 159; Kevser Terzioglu, “Filistin’de Alman Kolonizasyonu:1883-1914,” (Yiiksek Lisans
Tezi, Marmara Universitesi, 2013), 60; Ozge Togral, “Osmanl1 Devleti'nde Alliance Israelite’nin
Egitim Olgusu,” 200.

2 Avcl, “19. Yiizyilin Son Ceyreginde Filistin’in Limanu Yafa,” 398.
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Palestine, in addition to the Germans, other European states also tried to
establish colonies.

The reason behind this colonization was the imperialist policies of
European states. As a matter of fact, the Germans not only encouraged the
immigration of German Jews to Palestine, but also supported the
construction of colonies in the region by German immigrants. In particular,
Bismarck's support for German colonization in 1884 is an example of this
situation®. After this date, German colonies were established in Haifa,
especially in and around Jaffa. After the immigration of Protestant and
Catholic Germans, German Jews also arrived?®. As a result of the migration
and settlements, the demographic characteristics of Jaffa, Sarona and Uyun
Qara changed. The change in the demographic structure brought along
production activities and commercial mobility. These changes in production
and commercial mobility have also shaped wine production within the
scope of viticulture activities32.

1. Viticulture and Wine Production in Jaffa

Due to its location and climatic characteristics, Jaffa is a place where
viticulture has been practiced intensively for a long time. The local Arab
farmers in Jaffa used traditional agricultural production methods. Cereal

30 Omer Tellioglu, Filistin’e Musevi Gigii ve Siyonizm (1880-1914) (Istanbul: Kitabevi Yayinlary,
2018), 30.

31 Ortayls, 159.

32 This is evidenced by the foreign-owned wine production in the Mutasarrifate of Jerusalem. It
was not only German settlers who were interested in wine production in Jaffa, Sarona and
Uyun Qara. For example, as stated in the telegram sent to the Mutasarrif of Jerusalem in 1865,
the issue of not taxing 3000 kiyye (~3900kg.) of grapes for the purpose of making alcohol for the
Austrian guesthouse in Jerusalem was brought up for the year 1865 only. It was also stated that
it would be in accordance with the order to exempt local and foreign monasteries from the tax
on wine: The Ottoman Archives of the Directorate of State Archives of the Presidency of the
Republic of Turkey (BOA), Hariciye Nezareti Mektubi Kalemi Evraki (HR. MKT), 503/59, p. 1,
12 Tesrin-i sani 1280/24 Kasim 1864; HR. MKT, 503/59, p. 2, 8 Cemaziye’l-ahir 1281/8 Kasim
1864. Another state that raised the issue of tax exemption was Russia. As a matter of fact, it was
confirmed by the Russian Consulate that the liquor produced in a Russian establishment in
Haliliirrahman kaza within the Sanjak of Jerusalem had been officially taxed for years and a
request was made for tax exemption. Thereupon, the Russian Embassy was informed by the
Minister of Finance that according to the alcohol tax regulations (miiskirat resmi miri
nizamnamesi), foreign institutions were not exempt from the tax. BOA, Hariciye Nezareti
Tahrirat-1 Hariciye Odas1 Evraki (HR. TH), 257/41, (27 Ra 1319/14 Temmuz 1901).
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crops play a major role in agricultural production based on dry farming.
Grape vines and olive trees, which require less water, are cultivated in the
fields where dry agriculture is practiced®. However, within the scope of the
research, it was determined that viticulture activities and wine production in
Jaffa in the nineteenth century were carried out by foreign settlers. When we
look at the historical background regarding the realization of viticulture
activities by foreign settlers, we see that in the nineteenth century, the
Templer Society, in particular, attached importance to settling in Palestine.
In this context, they settled in the villages of Jaffa, Haifa, Sarona and
Bethlehem in Palestine. From the 1860s onwards, they started to buy land
and establish neighborhoods and agricultural colonies®. In these
agricultural colonies, viticulture became the main agricultural occupation,
and with the increase in viticulture activities, wine production also
increased. In Jaffa, German winegrowers contributed intensively to
agricultural production®.

However, the complaints of the Germans engaged in viticulture in Jaffa,
regarding the taxes imposed on grape and wine exports, initiated a
contentious process, and by the 1880s, it had become a topic of international
discussion. Through the German Embassy, the situation of the German
viticulturists in Jaffa and Sarona was reported to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. In fact, in a petition sent from the German Embassy to the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs in 1895, it was stated that excessive taxes were being
imposed on the Germans involved in wine production and export in Jaffa,
and that this taxation policy was harming both them and the treasury. It was
requested that the issue be clarified, especially regarding the fifty para
valuation of each liter of wine and the additional tax imposed on fresh wine,
which already faced a nine percent tax. Moreover, it was suggested that a
representative of the viticulturists should be included in the commission that
determined the value of the wine, and that the 15% tax on wine, referred to

3 Yasayanlar, “An Example of Efforts,” 204.

3 Ruth Kark, “Changing patterns of landownership in nineteenth-century Palestine: the
European Influence” Journal of Historical Geography 10, no.4 (1984): 365. 10.1016/0305-
7488(84)90069-0.

3 BOA, Stir-y1 Devlet Evraki (SD),2666/37, p.3, (7 R 1319/24 Temmuz 1901).
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as the "Resm-i Miri," should be reduced to 10% in accordance with the
regulations?.

The tax disputes were not limited to the Germans alone. The presence
of French viticulturists in the Jaffa Valley is also known. Similar to the
complaints of the German viticulturists regarding taxes, the French
viticulturists also voiced their concerns. In fact, the wine producers in Jaffa
reported the issue to the French Consulate in Beirut, requesting that the
“production tax” set at 15% be reduced to 10%. Subsequently, the consulate
informed the French Embassy of the situation. While reporting the matter to
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the embassy expressed the opinion that the
10% "Resm-i Miri" tax on wine production, as determined by the 1881
regulation, would be appropriate. As support for this argument, they stated
that the tax rate determined by the Ottoman Public Debt Administration for
areas such as Musul and Akka, Egyptian was 5% lower?. Additionally,
complaints were raised not only about the tax on wine production and
export but also regarding the collection of the tithe (3siir) on grapes.

Although disputes arose regarding the wine trade in Jaffa and the tax
on grapes, it is known that the wine produced by the Jews was exported,
particularly to America. In fact, in 1917, a request was made by the Chief
Rabbinate to facilitate the export of wine to America via three American
ships, and there was some hesitation regarding whether permission should
be granted for the export. However, it was ultimately decided that there was
no objection to the export of the wine produced in Jaffa to America, and
permission was granted?.

2. Viticulture and Wine Production in Sarona

Sarona, which became prominent in the agricultural sector, particularly
in grape production, was a German colony* established with Zionist aims in
1871, located 3 miles away from Jaffa*!. This colony originally emerged in

3 BOA, SD, 2666/37, p. 14, 27 Kanun-1 evvel 1311/ 8 Ocak 1896; BOA, SD, 2666/37, p. 22, 26 Mart
1318/8 Nisan 1902.

37 BOA, SD, 2666/37, p.4, 6 Ra 1323/11 Mayis 1905.
3 BOA, SD, 2666/37, p.14, 27 Kanun-1 evvel 1311/8 Ocak 1896.

39 BOA, Meclis-i Viikela Mazbatalar1 (MV), 205/76, 20 Rebiii'l-evvel 1335/14 Ocak 1917; BOA,
Babiali Evrak Odasi Evraki (BEO), 4450/333741, p. 2, 1 Rebiii'l-evvel 1335/26 Aralik 1916.

4 Tellioglu, Filistin’e Yahudi Gogii ve Siyonizm, 27.
# Ortayl, Osmanli Imparatorlugu’nda Alman Niifuzu, 159.
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1866 when 156 people from America settled in the village of Sarona. A large
part of the American colony returned because they could not adapt to the
region’s climate and, consequently, the agricultural conditions. However, in
1869, the German Templer Society settled in the place vacated by the
Americans®. In fact, the Sarona colony was one of two neighborhoods
established by Germans near the Old City in Jaffa®’. Although the colony,
consisting of seven buildings and 14 families, initially showed some
development, the spread of diseases such as malaria reduced the number of
immigrants. By 1875, it is known that eighty people were living in Sarona.
The Jews who settled in Sarona engaged in mixed farming on the farms they
established, and they were also involved in viticulture#.

In 1882, Sarona, a farming colony, had a population of 194 people,
based on its socio-economic characteristics. In addition to farmers, the
colony housed 2 wine merchants, 1 grocer, 1 butcher, 1 carpenter, 2 cabinet
makers, 2 bricklayer, 1 blacksmith, and 1 shoemaker*. By 1889, the
population associated with the Templer Society was estimated to be around
250 families. Of these, only 59 families were found to be living in the
agricultural colony of Sarona. In the same year, it was recorded that out of
76 farm owners in Sarona, only 25 continued to make a living from
agriculture. While farming was not particularly profitable, it remained the
colony’s primary source of income#. Sarona also served as a model for other
colonies established in Jaffa and its surroundings. For instance, in 1896, the
society named Yafo Nof attempted to establish a “modern” Jewish
neighborhood, modeled after the German colony of Sarona*. In October
1899, an organization was founded in Stuttgart that aimed to encompass all
Germans, though its activities were limited to Wiirttemberg. The capital

2 Aval, “19. Yiizyilin Son Ceyreginde Filistin’in Liman1 Yafa,” 390; Mark Levine, Overthrowing
Geography Jaffa, Tel Aviv and the struggle for Palistine 1880-1948 (California: University of
California Press, 2005), 52.

4 Levine, Overthrowing Geography Jaffa, 52.

# Ran Aaronsohn, Rothschild and Early Jewish Colonization (Jerusalem: The Hebrew University
Magnes Press, 2000), 33.

45 Alexander Scholch, Palestine in Transformation, 1856-1882 Studies in Social, Economic and
Political Development, trans. William C. Young Michael C. Gerrity (Washington: Institute for
Palestine Studies, 2006), 152.

4 Aaronsohn, Rothschild and Early, 33.
47 Levine, Overthrowing Geography Jaffa, 63.
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raised by this organization was very limited; in ten years, only one-third of
the one million target was collected. Due to the shortage of funds, settlers
began to leave Sarona*. Despite these challenges, Germans, particularly
those involved in viticulture, stood out for cultivating the land and excelling
in grape production in Sarona. The colony’s location, along with its
geographical features and climate, made it highly suitable for grape
cultivation. As a result, many German farmers continued to engage in active
wine production®.

Regarding taxation, Sarona experienced a contentious process similar to
what occurred in central Jaffa. Grape growers and wine producers in Sarona
frequently complained about the excessive taxes imposed on them. In fact,
complaints regarding grape cultivation and demands for adjustments in tax
practices in the region gained international attention. The grievances
expressed by the German viticulturists in Sarona were communicated to the
German Embassy. Specifically, the Germans in Sarona informed the embassy
that they were incurring losses due to the taxes levied on wine production
and exportation. As a result, the German Embassy addressed the issue to the
Ottoman Ministry of Foreign Affairs in a correspondence dated September 2,
1895. Three key points were highlighted in this correspondence. First, the
viticulturists were required to pay taxes in cash. Second, excessive taxes
were being levied based on the value of the wine produced. The third is to
levy an additional five percent tax instead of the ten percent tax imposed by
the liquor regulations. Moreover, the tax policy led to competition between
foreign wines, which were subjected to lower taxes, and the wine produced
in Sarona®. The German grape growers and wine producers in Sarona
argued that they could not compete with foreign wines, explaining the
situation as follows: imported wines were subject to an eight percent import
tax, just like the foreign wines imported into Jaffa. This tax structure put
Sarona's wine producers at a disadvantage in terms of competitiveness>!.

The complaints of the grape growers in Sarona regarding taxes
increased, and through the German Embassy, the issue continued to be
raised in later periods. They requested information on the decision of the

48 Aaronsohn, 34.

49 BOA, Hariciye Nezareti idare Evraki (HR.ID), 2109/53, 2 Eyliil 1895; BOA, HR.ID, 2109/72, 7
Haziran 1901.

50 BOA, HR. 1D, 2109/53, 2 Eyliil 1895.
51 BOA, HR. ID, 2109/53, 2 Eyliil 1895; BOA, SD, 2666/37, p. 22, 26 Mart 1318/8 Nisan 1902.
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Council of State (Suray-1 Devlet) regarding the tax-related complaints in
Jaffa and Sarona, noting that no response had yet been received from the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs®. As mentioned, the wine producers in Sarona
injtiated a period of economic conflict due to the fluctuating tax rates and
issues encountered during the importation process.

3. Viticulture and Wine Production in Uyun Qara

In 1882, the foundations of the Rishon LeZion colony were laid by six
Jewish immigrants from Russia in Uyun Qara, which was part of Jaffa®.
Uyun Qara is known as the first colony established by the Rothschild family
in Palestine. Although the 3,340 acres of land in the colony had previously
been given to the settlers by Haim Amzalak, the British Vice-Consul in Jaffa,
the arrival of 100 Bilu settlers from Mikveh Israel increased the colony's
population. However, due to financial difficulties, the colony came under
the protection of Baron Edmond James de Rothschild in 1883%. Changes in
Rothschild's settlement policy became more apparent in 1887. Until that
point, Rothschild had undertaken efforts beyond merely establishing
colonies. During the process of encouraging settlement in rural areas, it was
noted that members of the middle class were settled in Uyun Qara without
consideration of their farming experience, and financial capability was the
sole criterion for settlement®. In this regard, in addition to planting
vineyards, Rothschild sold land in Uyun Qara to new settlers. When
Rothschild purchased land around the colonies or allocated land to settlers
with small farms, his primary goal appeared to be securing more farmland
for wheat cultivation. By the end of 1883, 4,000 acres of land were acquired
near the colony, and cereals like barley and wheat were planted. Later,
swamps were drained, vine trees were planted, and wine cellars were
constructed?. In fact, Hirsch continued to buy land near Uyun Qara for the
Rishon LeZion colony until a report in 1884 indicated limited harvests due to
a lack of sufficient land. Although his primary goal was to protect wheat

52 BOA, HR.ID, 2109/73, 9 Subat 1317/ 22 Subat 1902; BOA, HR.ID, 2109/56, 27 Subat 1311/10
Mart 1896.

% Tellioglu, Filistin’e Musevi Gogii ve Siyonizm, 184-186.

54 Mustafa Balcioglu ve Sezai Balci, Rothschildler ve Osmanli Imparatorlugu (Ankara: Erguvani
Yaymevi, 2022), 239.

%5 Aaronsohn, Rothschild and Early Jewish Colonization, 80.
56 Aaronsohn, 63.
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cultivation and expand farm sizes, it is known that the main agricultural
activity was grape production. By 1886, approximately 100,000 vine saplings
were being grown on nearly 400 acres of land in Rishon LeZion®. In this
context, if we consider the center of Uyun Qara, where the foundations of
the Rishon LeZion colony were laid, the characteristics of the Rishon LeZion
colony also include Uyun Qara. When evaluating the Rishon LeZion colony
in relation to Uyun Qara, the characteristics of the colony are also connected
to Uyun Qara. Initially, the colony's land, which consisted of 3,340 acres
(Uyun Qara), was purchased by Edmond Rothschild from Musa and
Mustafa Dacani, who were prominent landowners in Jaffa and the
surrounding areas. The Dacani family was well-known as one of the wealthy
and influential families of Palestine®. By 1897, the colony's land had grown
to 6,600 acres, with a population of around 400. By 1910, the population of
the colony had reached 1,190 people®.

Uyun Qara®, known as a colony focused on viticulture, was
particularly renowned for its wine production®. Reflecting the extension of
agricultural activities into the industrial sector, a wine factory was
established in the colony. It is also known that a spirit factory was set up
there in 1899. The wines produced under the name "The Carmel Wine" in
Uyun Qara gained international recognition, even winning a gold medal at a
competition in Paris in 1900%. The gold medal awarded to Carmel Wine
Company was also utilized as part of its international marketing strategy.
An advertisement published in Le Phare d’Alexandrie on July 22, 1908,
reveals that, in addition to the gold medal won in Paris in 1900, the company
had also earned gold medals in Hamburg in 1896 and Vienna in 1906.
Furthermore, the advertisement detailed the varieties and prices of the

58 Aaronsohn, Rothschild and Early Jewish Colonization, 62-63.

% Tellioglu, Filistin’e Musevi Gégii ve Siyonizm, 184-185.

60 Tellioglu, 184-186.

61 Although the colony is known as Rishon LeZion, Ran Aaronsohn in his book “Rothschild and
Early Jewish Colonization” states that Uyun Qara is located near Rishon LeZion. Aaronsohn,
Rothschild and Early Jewish Colonization, 80. In Ottoman archival documents, it is referred to
as “Uyunkara”.

2 BOA, SD, 2320/33, p. 6, 10 Tesrin-i sani 1331/23 Kasim 1915, BOA, SD, 2320/33, p. 3, 10 Tesrin-i
sani 1331/23 Kasim 1915.
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138 Ozge Togral

alcoholic beverages produced by the company, including the per-bottle
prices of red and white wine, as presented in the table below®*.

Red Wine Piastre White Wine Piastre
Varieties (PT. Varieties (PT. Kurus)
Kurus)
Talbe Red 24 Blanc de Talbe 27
Bordeaux 30 Chablis 33
Rouge 34 Blanc Supérieur 34
Supérieur (Superior White)
St. Julien 40 Graves 40
Médoc 54 Sauternes 45
MédOC EXtra 75 Haut Sauternes 55
Margaux 75 Richon-LeZion Blanc 75
(White)
Richon-LeZion 75
Rouge (Red)
Médoc Vieux 120
(Old Médoc)

(Source: Le Phare D’ Alexandrie, 22 Juillet 1908, p.4.)

The advertisement published in Le Phare d’Alexandrie newspaper,
dated July 22, 1908, lists the prices of various beverages and vinegar per
bottle under the headings sweet wine varieties and specialty products. The
details are presented in the table below®.

Sweet Wine Piastre Specialty Piastre
Varieties (PT. Kurus) Products (PT. Kurus)
Alicante 64 Marsala 84
Alicante Fine 75 Vin Quinquina 96
(Quinquina Wine)

64 “Société Carmel Oriental Richon-Le-Zion,” Le Phare D’Alexandrie, 22 Juillet 1908, 4.
65“Société Carmel Oriental Richon-Le-Zion,” Le Phare D’Alexandrie, 22 Juillet 1908, 4.
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Oporto 75 Tokaji 112
Oporto Vieux 90 Ferruginous Wine 120
(Old Oporto)

Malaga 90 Vermouth 120
Maélaga 75 Natural Vinegar 24
Supérieur

(Superior

Malaga)

Muscat 84

Muscat 100

Supérieur

(Source: Le Phare D’ Alexandrie, 22 Juillet 1908, p.4.)

In the same edition of Le Phare d’Alexandrie newspaper, dated July 22,
1908, the advertisement not only provides the per-bottle prices of cognacs
and araks but also lists the prices of wines and cognacs by hectoliter (Sans
tonneau - without barrels) in the table below®e.

Cognacs Piastre Arak Piastre

(PT. (PT. Kurus)
Kurus)

Eau de Vie 96 Arak de Vin 80

(Fruit Brandy)

Fine Cognac 110

Superior Cognac 116 Wines and Hectoliters

Cognacs

Champagne-Quality 140 Red Wine 200

Cognac

Extra Fine Cognac 180 White Wine 225

Cognac Vieux (Old 290 Cognac 600

Cognac)

Cognac Vieux V.0. 475 Arak de Vin 500

(Source: Le Phare D’ Alexandrie, 22 Juillet 1908, p.4.)

66 “Société Carmel Oriental Richon-Le-Zion,” Le Phare D’Alexandrie, 22 Juillet 1908, 4.
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As indicated in the tables, a variety of rich wine types are produced at
the Uyun Qara winery. The Uyun Qara wine factory produced wines such as
rosato and prosecco?”. In the memoirs of Fahrettin Altay, who served on the
Palestinian Front during World War I, there are references to Uyun Qara. He
specifically mentions the existence of the liquor and wine factory in Uyun
Qara and discusses the characteristics of the colonies established by Baron
Rothschild®®.

According to Fahrettin Altay, "The Jews gratefully accepted Rothschild’s
offers and began viticulture. Rothschild supported them for five years, had their
villages built, sent specialists to everyone’s land, and initiated systematic work. In
fact, he even had a beautiful liquor and wine factory built in the village of Uyunkara,
where we stayed."®

This statement highlights Rothschild's pivotal role in supporting Jewish
settlers by providing financial backing, infrastructure, and technical
expertise, particularly in viticulture. It also underscores the importance of
the liquor and wine industry in Uyun Qara, as noted by Altay during his
time there.

Fahrettin Altay also provided detailed information about the
agricultural activities of the Jews involved in viticulture in Uyun Qara. He
noted that they used motors to draw water from a depth of twenty meters to
irrigate their vineyards. Each vineyard owner had two mules and a four-
wheeled cart. When the grape harvest was ready, the grapes were loaded
onto these carts and transported to the factory. The vineyard owners handed
over their grapes to the factory in exchange for a receipt, and their profit was
distributed based on the quantity of grapes, but only after the grapes had
been processed and sold, with expenses and interest deducted?.

Regarding the pricing of the produce, information from the 1915 report
numbered 162 from the administrative council of Jaffa district provides
details on the prices of alcoholic beverages, which are outlined in the table
mentioned”'. This system reflects an organized and structured approach to

7 BOA, SD, 2320/33, p. 7, 9 Nisan 1331/22 Nisan 1915.

¢ Balcioglu ve Balci, Rothschildler ve Osmanl fmparatorlugu, 240.

© Fahrettin Altay, 10 Y1l Savas 1912-1922 ve Sonrast (istanbul: insel Yayinlari, 1970), 123.
70 Altay, 10 Yil Savas 1912-1922 ve Sonrasi, 124.

71BOA, SD, 2320/33, p. 7, 9 Nisan 1331/22 Nisan 1915.



Viticulture Activities and Wine Production in Ottoman Jerusalem:
The Case of Jaffa, Sarona and Uyun Qara (1875-1917) 141

viticulture and the wine industry in the region, where profits were carefully
calculated and distributed among the growers.

The price list for various alcoholic beverages, as recorded in the 1915
document from the Jaffa district administrative council, is as follows:

Type of Beverage Quantity Price
Prosecco Wine Per Kg. 30 para
Sweet Wine Per Kg. 1 kurus 5 para
Arak Per Kg. 2 kurus 30 para
Cognac Per Kg. 4 kurus 30 para
Beer Per Kg. 1 kurus 15 para

(Source: BOA. $D. 2320/33, lef 7.)

This table provides an insight into the pricing of different beverages
produced and sold in Uyun Qara during that period. The list reflects the
relative value of each product, with cognac and arak being among the more
expensive items, while prosecco wine was one of the more affordable
options.

Uyun Qara wine factory was not limited to wine production alone but
also produced a variety of alcoholic beverages such as cognac, arak”, and
beer”. Particularly, beer is one of the alcoholic beverages that entered the
domestic market following the signing of the 1838 Treaty of Balta Liman7+.
Beer, which gained a foothold in the domestic market, saw increased
consumption during the modernization period, leading to the establishment

72 In historical contexts, the term “arak” has been used to refer to a type of distilled alcoholic
beverage, similar to raki, while “hamr” and “wine” generally referred to alcoholic drinks made
from fermented grapes and other fruits. The term “miiskirat” was employed more broadly in
documents to denote all types of alcoholic beverages. For more detailed information, refer to
Yeter Oztiirk, “XIX. Yiizy1l Arsiv Belgelerine Gore Osmanli Devletinde igki ve Yasaklar,”
(Yiksek Lisans Tezi, Ordu Universitesi, 2017); In the regions of Jaffa, Sarona, and Uyun Qara,
the term "miiskirat" often referred specifically to wine, as it was the predominant type of
alcoholic beverage produced and consumed in these areas. For detailed information see: BOA,
SD.3116/74, 28 Muharrem 1332/27 Aralik 1913; BOA, Dahiliye Muhaberat-1 Umumiye Idaresi
Evraki (DH. MUD, 50/29 p.1, 15 Kanuru evvel 1325/28 Aralik 1909; BOA, DH. MUI, 50/29, p-2,6
Kanuni evvel 1325/19 Aralik 1909.

73 BOA, BEO, 4451/333822, p.2, 29 Rebiii’l-evvel 1330/18 Mart 1912.

74 Thsan Erdingli, “Istanbul Meyhanelerinde Isret Alemlerine Eslik Eden ickiler ve Tiikekim
Araclar,” Selcuk Universitesi Tiirkiyat Aragtirmalar: Dergisi 62, (2024): 90. 10.21563/sutad.1538391.
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of beerhouses”™. As noted, beer production for domestic consumption
increased over time. According to the table, beer was also produced within
the Ottoman borders at the Uyun Qara winery by foreign settlers. Moreover,
the winery is known for its diverse production of alcoholic beverages,
including a wide variety of wines. Notably, sweet wines and Prosecco were
produced at the Uyun Qara winery. However, in some documents, the term
"sour wine" was used instead of Prosecco, while maintaining the same price
value”. Additionally, the factory produced common wines, old wines, and
fresh wines, although there is no specific information available about the
prices of these varieties. Only the tax rates levied on them are mentioned in
records””. The scale of wine production at Uyun Qara was substantial. For
instance, in 1914, the factory manager reported that there were over three
million kilos of unsold wine stored in the facility. This reflects the
magnitude of wine production and the factory's role as a significant
producer of alcoholic beverages in the region?s.

Moreover, the wines produced in Uyun Qara have maintained their
significance in domestic trade, just as in foreign trade. In this regard, a 1908
report in the Journal de Selonique newspaper noted that although the
products from the cellars of the Rishon Le-Zion colony were appreciated by
the public, some merchants were adulterating wines, cognacs, and vinegars
during this period, leading to consumer hesitation. To demonstrate the
quality of Uyun Qara (Rishon LeZion) products, readers were encouraged to
purchase some vinegar from the city's most renowned store or directly from
the representative of Rishon LeZion, inspect it, and thereby recognize the
purity and excellence of the products coming from the Palestinian colony”.

Uyun Qara wine production played a significant role in foreign trade.
For instance, in a response to a petition submitted in 1909 on behalf of the
Uyun Qara wine factory director to the Jerusalem Mutasarrifate, the issue of
exempting wines destined for export from customs duties was evaluated. It
was highlighted that the 35 para tax imposed by the Ottoman Public Debt
Administration (Diiyiin-1 Umilmiye) was deemed detrimental to the treasury.

75 Thsan Erdingli, Keyif, Giinah ve Su¢ Arasinda Osmanli’da Meyhaneler ve Miidavimleri (Istanbul:
Tarih Vakfi Yurt Yayinlari, 2022), 366.

76 BOA, BEO, 4451/333822, p.2, 29 Rebiii’l-evvel 1330/18 Mart 1912.

77BOA, SD, 3116/74, p. 3, 27 Mart 1329/9 Nisan 1913.

78 BOA, BEO, 4451/333822, p. 2, 29 Rebiii'l-evvel 1330/18 Mart 1912.

79 “Echos de la Ville-Richon Lézion,” Journal de Salonique, 1264, 16 Julliet 1908, 4.
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As a result, it was suggested by the Liva Administrative Council that selling
wine produced at the price of 1 kurus per unit to foreigners would be
reasonable. Although wine production and trade were regulated, pricing
practices varied. Despite efforts to comply with legal frameworks, tax issues
were a frequent source of complaints from winemakers and vineyard
owners in Jaffa and surrounding areas. After these complaints, wine pricing
was regulated with greater oversight in accordance with official decrees. In
1909, an investigation was conducted by the Liva Administrative Council on
the taxes imposed on exported wines, overseen by the director of the
Ottoman Public Debt Administration and the president of the Chamber of
Commerce. It was found that exported wine was priced at 17 lira per kg. and
sold at 25 centimes, with export prices ranging from 15 to 23 centimes per
unit. Additional records from Jaffa indicated that wine prices varied
between 20 and 60 centimes per kg., and similar price fluctuations were
noted in Jerusalem, where it ranged from 20 to 40 centimes®. An
examination of tax records and invoices for wine shipments to Europe
revealed that the total value of beverages produced at Uyun Qara and
similar companies reached 3.31 million lira. This figure represented wine
sales at different prices, transported to Jaffa and sold at varying rates upon
arrival at the Jaffa dock. Furthermore, wines shipped within the Ottoman
Empire were subject to a 2% military supply tax (techizat-1 askeri ianesi)®'. As
noted, both pricing and measurement systems for wine varied, with sales
conducted in terms of both weight (kilos) and volume (centimes)2. The
determination of sales prices and taxes on wine exacerbated existing
disputes in the region. Albert Anini®, the representative of the Uyun Qara
wine factory, and Ishak Toronto, the representative of vineyard owners in
Jaffa and its vicinity, filed complaints about wine pricing, reflecting the
contentious nature of the situation?®.

80 BOA, DH. MUI, 50/29, p- 2, 6 Kanun-1 evvel 1325/19 Aralik 1909.
81 BOA, SD, 3116/74, p. 15, 6 Zilhicce sene 1327/ 19 Aralik 1909.

82 The difference in the units of measurement used in the Ottoman period is striking at this
point. Indeed, it is difficult to determine exactly how many liters the liquid specified in centimes
and kilos is equivalent to. It is impossible to determine how many centimes or kilos 1 liter of
wine is equivalent to.

8 BOA, Dahiliye Nezareti Mebani-i Emiriye ve Hapishaneler Miidiiriyeti Miiteferrik (DH. MB.
HPS. M), 11/17, 26 Rebiii'l-evvel 1332/22 Subat 1914, BOA, SD, 3116/74, p. 3, 27 Mart 1329/9
Nisan 1913.

8 BOA, SD, 3116/74, p. 3, 27 Mart 1329/9 Nisan 1913.
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4. Legal Dimensions of Wine Production and Trade in Jaffa, Sarona and
Uyun Qara

In the Ottoman Empire, the production and trade of wine were
controlled through various regulations published at different times. Initially,
this regulation was in the form of a ban. Restrictions on alcohol were
primarily enforced under Sharia law, prohibiting its consumption by the
Muslim population. Islam forbids the consumption of hamr, a term used in
several verses to refer to intoxicating beverages. The word hamr generally
denotes all alcoholic drinks that cause intoxication®. This was because the
Ottoman state viewed alcohol as a threat to society, which led to restrictions
on its use. Although there were prohibitions on both the consumption and
trade of alcohol, the high revenue it generated for the state meant that its
trade and consumption were conducted under government oversight. This
oversight was ensured legally through new regulations made as needed in
the various liquor regulations (miiskirat nizamnameleri) prepared at different
times?®.

For instance, the 1867 regulation broadly outlined the rules to be
followed. The regulation, which came into effect on October 12, 1867 (12th of
Tesrin-i Evvel, 1283 in the Islamic calendar), mandated compliance without
exception for both Ottoman citizens and foreign nationals in Dersaadet,
Bilad-1 Selase and the provinces. Consisting of 25 articles, the regulation
specified the conditions under which alcoholic beverages could be sold,
placing particular emphasis on taxation. Over time, additional rules were
introduced to govern the production and transportation of alcoholic
beverages®”.

The 1881 regulation, consisting of nineteen articles, contains various
applications regarding how the produced alcoholic beverages should be
recorded in districts (kaza) and villages (karye) and how much tax should be
collected®s. In accordance with the provisions of the regulation, wine

8 fhsan Erdincli, “Sarhosluktan Keyif Haline: Osmanl1 Istanbul'unda icki icme ve Meyhane
Adabi,” OTAM 47, (2020): 25. https://dergipark.org.tr/tr/pub/otam/issue/67195/1048889.

86 Ahmet Yagar, “Koltuk: Osmanl istanbul’unda Han Meyhaneleri,” Meyhane Kitab, ed. E.G.
Naskali (Istanbul: Kitabevi Yayinlari, 2019), 39-48; Ozge Togral, 19. Yiizylda Dogu Akdeniz’de
Kagakgilik (Istanbul: Selenge Yayinlari, 2021), 200.

87 Diistur Tertib I, c.2, 1289, 712-720.
88 For detailed information, see: Diistur Tertib I, Zeyl 2, 1299, 52-55.
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production and trade were conducted in Yafa, Sarona, and Uyun Qara.
Notably, changes made in the fourth article of the 1881 Liquor Regulation
were frequently the subject of complaints from wine producers in the Yafa
region. The fourth article of the 1881 Liquor Regulation states: "At the
beginning of the grape harvest season, when the produced wine (hamr) is
recorded, raki (arak) must also be produced without delay. The district chief
and expert (erbab-1 vukuftan) must notify the council (muteberan meclis), and a
report will be drawn up to determine the market value of the wine (hamr)
and raki (arak). The report will then be sent to the province for further
review and approval. Based on the amount of wine (hamr) and raki (arak)
recorded, a 'ten percent government tax' will be collected. The tax amount
will be entered into the ledger. The officer must sign the document,
confirming that the tax will be paid in three installments by the end of
February, with the headman also certifying it."$

The fourth article of the “Liquor Tax Regulation” dated 1298 (1881),
which was the subject of constant complaints by liquor officers and vineyard
owners in Yafa and its surroundings, was amended on November 14, 1904.
The amended fourth article states: "At the beginning of the grape harvest
season, when the wine (hamr) and raki (arak) are produced, the market
value will be determined without delay by the municipal council committee,
along with the Public Debt Administration officer (Diiyun-u Umumiye), and
two liquor officers in the district and province administration councils. After
drafting the necessary reports, the district and provincial administration
councils will review and set the central provincial price, and this will be
examined by the provincial administration council. Once the prepared
reports are approved, the price will be determined in the Municipal Council
in the presence of the central province officer, the Public Debt
Administration officer, and two liquor officers. After the determined price is
examined and approved by the Provincial Administration, a 'fifteen percent
government tax' will be collected from everyone who has recorded wine and
raki according to the amount. The total amount of the collected government
tax will be written under the name of the officer in the ledger. The officer
whose name is recorded in the ledger will sign to confirm that the tax
amount will be paid in three installments by the end of February, and the
sealed document will also be certified by the headman."*

8 Diistur Tertib I, Zeyl 2, 1299, 52-53.
% Diistur Tertib I, C.8, 1943, 99-100.
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In Yafa, Sarona, and Uyun Qara, wine production and trade were
conducted in a controlled manner, adhering to the principles outlined by the
regulations. Indeed, complaints regarding the tax rate imposed on liquor
(miiskirat) often referenced the regulations, claiming that the taxes were too
high. In particular, complaints sent to the central government at different
times requested a reduction in the increased tax rate. To clarify the situation,
following these complaints, and considering the conditions of the regulation,
inspections were carried out by the District Administrative Council (Liva
Meclisi) when the Director of the Public Debt Administration (Diiyun-u
Umumiye) and the President of the Chamber of Commerce were present,
after which the price was determined®'. As an institution, the Public Debt
Administration played a significant role in overseeing wine production in
Ottoman Jerusalem. Complaints about the tax rates surfaced at different
times, especially from the vineyard community. The Public Debt
Administration itself also raised objections. Consequently, the Council of
State (Suray-1 Devlet) initiated an investigation to resolve the issue legally®2.

In general, wine prices were determined within the legal framework by
adhering to the regulations. Considering the demographic characteristics of
Yafa, Sarona, and Uyun Qara, when the legal process began to resolve the
dispute over pricing, the decision of the council members, the finance
director’s vote, and the judge's ruling became valid. However, it is known
that even the chief rabbi (hahambasi) was opposed to the decision that was
made®.

In addition, legal decisions regarding taxes were made in light of the
regulations. For instance, the tax rates were evaluated based on the decisions
of the deputies present at the District Administrative Council (Liva Meclis
Idaresi)®**. However, the final decision did not rest with the District
Administrative Council. An example of this can be seen in 1912. In Uyun
Qara, the District Administrative Council decided that the determined wine
price needed to be reviewed, and a petition signed by Albert Anini was sent
to the Mutasarrifate of Jerusalem, and the situation was reported to the

91 BOA, DH. MUI, 50/29, p- 2. 6 Kanun-1 evvel 1325/19 Aralik 1909.

92 BOA, Dahiliye Nezareti Hukuk Miisavirligi Evraki (DH. H.MS$), 26/46, 9 Subat 1329/ 22 Subat
1914.

9% BOA, SD, 3116/74, p. 3, 27 Mart 1329/9 Nisan 1913.
% BOA, SD, 3116/74, p. 15, 6 zilhicce sene 1327/ 19 Aralik 1909.
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Council of State (Suray-1 Devlet)®. As mentioned, every matter related to
wine production and trade was subjected to bureaucratic oversight and
controlled through administrative networks. At the same time, all aspects of
wine production, transportation, and sales within the Mutasarrifate of
Jerusalem, in particular, were kept under control in accordance with the
provisions of the regulations, which were legal texts. As stated in the
sixteenth article of the Liquor Tax Regulation (Miiskirat Resmi Miri
Nizamnamesi): "For liquors on which the government tax (resm-i miri) has
already been paid, no further tax will be collected in another location; only
customs duties will be taken when loaded onto a ship at a port."%

This article of the regulation also presents the taxation method applied
during supervision. However, uncertainties arose in some cases, particularly
regarding the transportation of wine, which became a subject of inter-
institutional communication. For instance, in a letter written by the
undersecretary on behalf of the Minister of Finance on December 27, 1909,
the disputes about the price set for the wine collected from producers were
clarified. The situation was as follows: The wine produced a year earlier, in
1908, was priced at 35 para by the District Administrative Council (Liva Idare
Meclisi). However, it was later discovered that the price was 5 para too low,
leading the Mutasarrifate of Jerusalem Administrative Council (Mutasarriflik
Meclis Idaresi) to review the matter. Additionally, the vineyard producers
calculated the value of the wine at 40 para and submitted a petition to the
Mutasarrifate of Jerusalem.

Following the correspondence between the Mutasarrifate and the
Presidency of the Council of State (Suray-1 Devlet) regarding the petition, the
investigation results were reported on November 13, 1909. It was revealed
that for the transportation of wine within the city, a customs duty of 60 para
was collected. At the same time, half of the taxes collected on wine exported
abroad were refunded. Therefore, the price of 40 para set by the District
Administrative Council was approved by the Council of State, and this
decision was confirmed in a memo issued by the Public Debt Administration
commissioner?’.

% BOA, Dahiliye Nezareti Idare Evraki (DH. ID), 70/12, 9 Saban 1330/ 24 Temmuz 1912
% BOA, BEO, 4279/320894, p.2, 3 Safer 1332/1 Ocak 1914.
97 BOA, BEO, 3683/276182, p. 2, 14 Kanun-1 evvel 1325/27 Aralik 1909.
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Conclusion

In the 19th century, European states' interest in Jerusalem increased,
leading to an expansion of settlement and investment opportunities. As a
result, foreign settlement in Jerusalem grew. Notably, settlers arrived at
various times in Jaffa and its surroundings, which were part of the Jerusalem
Mutasarrifate. Jaffa, seen as an agricultural production area by settlers,
emerged as a central economic activity thanks to the favorable climate and
fertile soil of the neighboring regions. The involvement of influential
organizations like the Templer Society and the Rothschild family further
boosted agricultural colonization efforts, turning these areas into vital
centers for wine production within the scope of viticulture activities. While
local Arab farmers had long been engaged in traditional viticulture, foreign
settlers introduced modern agricultural techniques, significantly increasing
both the scale and quality of wine production.

With the establishment of wine factories, reflecting the industrial
impact of viticulture activities, the wine trade quickly spread. However, the
Ottoman government's taxation policies, particularly the increasing taxes on
wine production and export, frequently led to disputes between settlers and
officials. Legal frameworks, such as the 1881 Alcoholic Beverages
Regulation, created by the Ottoman Empire to enforce state control,
provided a structured approach to regulate the industry. Yet, both
winegrowers and producers initiated a contentious process, claiming that
the tax rates were excessive. Despite petitions and diplomatic efforts from
foreign governments, these issues persisted, reflecting broader tensions
between the Ottoman state and foreign settlers. The Ottoman Empire,
seeking to maintain control over wine production and trade, relied on
institutions like the District Administrative Council (Liva Idare Meclisi) and
the Public Debt Administration (Diiyiin-1 Umiimiye) to enforce oversight with
great care.

The economic and demographic changes brought about by the
colonization of areas like Sarona and Uyun Qara not only transformed
agricultural practices but also left a lasting impact on the social fabric of the
region. While German Jewish settlers dominated the viticulture and wine
production activities in Jaffa, Sarona, and Uyun Qara, the presence of French
winegrowers in the Jaffa Valley was also well-known. As a result, foreign
investments in Ottoman Jerusalem, especially tied to colonization, were
particularly focused on viticulture and wine production.
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By the early 20th century, these colonies had become major wine
production centers, exporting their products internationally and gaining
recognition for their quality. The establishment of wine factories and
distilleries also reflected the industrialization of the region's agricultural
output, marking an important phase in the economic development of
Ottoman Jerusalem. The international nature of the wines produced at the
Uyun Qara wine factory is evidence of this transformation.

In conclusion, this study highlights how viticulture and wine
production in Jerusalem under Ottoman rule served both as an economic
lifeline and a point of contention. The activities in Jaffa, Sarona, and Uyun
Qara symbolize the broader dynamics in which foreign settlers, driven by
both religious and economic motivations, engaged in agricultural
colonization under the supervision of Ottoman authorities. While these
efforts led to notable economic growth, unresolved disputes over taxation
and control persisted. The implementation of legal regulations, which also
served as oversight mechanisms, played a significant role in viticulture
activities. Thus, the resistance to these regulations in such a strategically
important area reflects the complex relationship between the Ottoman
Empire and the foreign powers vying for influence. Additionally,
dissatisfaction among wine producers, especially due to the high taxes
levied on wine, fueled discontent among the producer class. Winegrowers
expressed their complaints through embassies, stating that the tax rates on
wine were too high. Despite petitions and diplomatic efforts, complaints
about tax rates continued. This situation reflected broader tensions between
the Ottoman Empire and foreign settlers. However, the rapid spread of
viticulture and the wine trade was not without challenges. Legal
frameworks, such as the 1881 Alcoholic Beverages Regulation (1881 Miiskirat
Nizamnamesi), established by the Ottoman Empire, provided a structured
approach to regulate the wine industry. Notably, while local Arab farmers
traditionally engaged in viticulture, foreign settlers from 1875 onward
introduced modern agricultural techniques, significantly increasing the scale
and quality of wine production. The establishment of wineries and
distilleries marked an important stage in the economic development of
Ottoman Jerusalem, further industrializing the region's agricultural
production.
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Genis Ozet

Osmanli doneminde, Yafa, Sarona ve Uyun Kara gibi ¢evre bolgeleri de
dahil olmak iizere Kudiis hem siyasi hem de ekonomik agidan biiyiik 6nem
tasimaktaydi. Kudiis'iin 6nemi, Avrupal giiclerin dikkatini ¢eken kutsal bir
sehir olarak dini konumundan kaynaklaniyordu. Yavuz Sultan Selim
déneminde 1517'de Kudiis'ii ele gegiren Osmanli Imparatorlugu, sehri Misir
ve Suriye'yi de i¢ine alan daha genis bir bolgesel cercevenin pargasi olarak
yonetti. Yiizyillar boyunca bu bolge, 6zellikle 19. yiizyildan itibaren, artan
yabanci miidahalesi ile karsilasimistir. Nitekim Kolonizasyon cabalar
kapsaminda bagcilik ve sarap iiretimi gibi ekonomik faaliyetler nedeniyle
Oonemli bir doniigsime sahne olmustur.

Kudiis baslangicta Sam vilayetinin bir pargasi olarak Osmanli vilayet
sistemine entegre edilmistir. Zaman icinde, Osmanl 1mparatorlugu'nun
merkezi kontrolii slirdiirme ¢abalarmi yansitan gesitli idari degisikliklere
ugramistir. 19. yiizyila gelindiginde Kudiis, 1871'de ayr1 bir idari birim
haline gelmeden 6nce Sayda vilayetinin bir pargasiydi. Bu degisiklikler hem
dini motivasyonlar hem de emperyal hirslar nedeniyle Avrupa'nin bolgeye
olan ilgisinin arttigi bir doneme denk gelmistir. 1878 Berlin Antlagsmasi
Avrupa niifuzunun sekillenmesinde 6nemli bir rol oynamis, Fransa'ya
Katoliklerin koruyucusu roliinii verirken, Almanya Protestan ve Yahudi
topluluklar tizerinde niifuz arayisina girmistir.

Kudiis'iin stratejik konumu ve Yafa gibi Akdeniz’e uzanan limana
sahip olmasi, burayr Avrupali hacilar ve yerlesimciler igin kilit bir nokta
haline getirmistir. Ozellikle Yafa, Yahudiler ve Hiristiyanlar da dahil olmak
iizere Kudiis'e seyahat eden ve yerlesen gayrimiislim niifus igin bir odak
noktas: haline gelmistir. Basta Almanya ve Fransa olmak iizere Avrupal
gliclerin bolgede okullar, kiliseler ve koloniler kurmasi aralarindaki rekabeti
koriiklemistir.

Kudiis'e yakin bir noktada bulunan Yafa, dnemli bir liman kenti ve
Kutsal Topraklara seyahat eden hacilar igin bir gecit niteligindedir. Elverisli
iklimi ve verimli topraklar1 nedeniyle tarimsal faaliyetler, 6zellikle de
bagcilik icin bir merkez haline gelmistir. Uziim ve zeytin, yerel Arap ciftciler
tarafindan geleneksel yontemler kullanilarak yetistiriliyordu. Ancak 19.
ylizyilin ortalarinda, basta Alman ve Yahudi yerlesimciler olmak {izere
yabanci yerlesimciler bolgenin bagcilik endiistrisinde daha 6nemli bir rol
oynamaya baslamigtir.

Bir Alman dini grubu olan Templer Cemiyeti, Yafa ve g¢evresine
yerlesen ilk yabanc kuruluglardan biriydi. Toprak satin ahp, tarim
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kolonileri kurarak sarap {iretimi icin {iziim yetistiriciligi de dahil olmak
tizere tarim uygulamalarmi modernlestirmeye odaklanmislardir. Bu
yerlesimciler Yafa ve Sarona'da sarap endiistrisinin gelismesine Onemli
katkida bulundular. Ancak bu genislemenin zorluklar1 da yok degildi.
Yabanal yerlesimciler ile Osmanh yetkilileri arasinda sarap {iretimi ve
ihracatina uygulanan vergiler konusunda anlagsmazliklar ortaya ¢kt
Ozellikle Alman sarap {ireticileri yiiksek vergilerden sikayetci olmus ve bu
durum Alman Biyiikelgiligi araciligiyla diplomatik miidahalelere yol
acmustir.

Yafa'ya ti¢ mil uzaklikta bulunan Sarona, 1871 yilinda Alman
yerlesimciler tarafindan kurulan bir diger Onemli yerlesim yeriydi.
Baslangicta ~ Amerikal1  yerlesimciler tarafindan  kurulan koloni,
Amerikalilarin yerel kosullarla miicadele etmesinin ardindan Templer
Cemiyeti tarafindan devralinmistir. Sarona, bolgenin iklimi ve toprag:
nedeniyle diger tarimsal faaliyetlerden daha basarili oldugu kanitlanan
bagalik ve sarap {iiretimine odaklanan Ornek bir tarim kolonisi haline
gelmistir.

Yafa’ya baglh olan bolgede tarim faaliyetlerinin yogun oldugu diger bir
yer Sarona’dir. 19. ylizyilin sonlarina gelindiginde Sarona, bagciligin ana
ekonomik faaliyetlerinden biri olmus ve gelisen bir koloni haline gelmistir.
Koloninin iiziim baglarinda hem yerel tiiketim hem de ihracat igin
kullarulan yiiksek kaliteli {iziimler iiretiliyordu. Yafa'da oldugu gibi,
Saronanin sarap lreticileri de vergilendirmeyle ilgili sorunlarla karsilasmus,
sarap ihracatindan alinan asir1 vergilerden sikayetci olmuslardir. Bu
sikayetler Osmanli yetkililerine bildirilmis, ancak yabanci yerlesimciler ile
Osmanli yonetimi arasindaki daha genis gerilimleri yansitan anlasmazliklar
devam etmistir.

Yafa yakinlarinda bulunan Uyun Kara, esasinda 1882 yilinda Yahudi
yerlesimciler tarafindan kurulan Rishon LeZion kolonisinin yeriydi. Bu
koloni, Rothschild ailesinin Filistin'deki tarimsal yerlesimlerin gelisimine
katiliminin baglangicini isaret ediyordu. Baglangicta tahil yetistiriciligine
odaklanan koloni hizla bagciliga kayarak bolgedeki en basarili sarap tiretim
bolgelerinden biri haline gelmistir. Rothschild ailesinin mali destegi
koloninin gelismesini saglamis ve iiziim baglar binlerce déniime yayildi. 19.
ylizyilin sonlarina gelindiginde Uyun Kara, Avrupa'ya ve diger pazarlara
sarap ihrag¢ eden giiclii bir sarap endiistrisi gelistirmistir. Koloni bir sarap
fabrikas1 bile insa etmis ve daha sonra bir brendi damitma tesisi eklemistir.
Uyun Kara'da iiretilen rosato ve prosecco gibi saraplar uluslararasi taninirlik
kazanmis, bazilar1 Avrupa'daki yarismalarda odiiller kazanmistir.
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Koloninin basarisina ragmen, vergilendirme tartismali bir konu olmaya
devam etmistir. Osmanli hiikiimeti sarap {iretimini denetim altina almak
maksadiyla gesitli vergiler koymustur ve bu da yerlesimciler ile yetkililer
arasinda anlasmazliklara yol agmistir. Yerlesimciler, 6zellikle de bagcilikla
ugrasanlar, vergilerin agir1 oldugunu ve Avrupa'dan ithal edilen saraplarla
rekabet etme kabiliyetlerini engelledigini savunmuslardir.

Osmanl Kudiis'iinde sarap tiretimi ve ticareti, basta 1881 tarihli Alkollii
Ickiler Nizamnamesi gibi nizamnameler olmak {izere cesitli yasal
cercevelerle diizenlenmistir. Bu kanun, sarap {iretiminin kayit altina
alinmasina iliskin prosediirleri ve uygulanacak vergileri ana hatlariyla
belirliyordu. Ancak bu kanunlarda sik sik yapilan degisiklikler, 6rnegin 1904
tarihinde vergilerin %10'dan %15'e ¢ikarilmasi, bolgedeki sarap iireticileri
arasinda hosnutsuzluga yol agmistir.

Osmanli Imparatorlugu'nda kamu borglarmi ve vergilendirmeyi
denetleyen Diiyun-u Umumiye Idaresi, bu anlasmazliklarin yénetilmesinde
onemli bir rol oynamistir. Ozellikle Yafa, Sarona ve Uyun Kara'daki sarap
ureticileri, vergilerin azaltilmasi ve diizenlemelerin sektorlerinin
gerceklerine daha uygun hale getirilmesi i¢in idareye sik sik dilekge
vermislerdir. Osmanlh Kudiis'iinde bagcilik ve sarap iiretimi, 6zellikle Yafa,
Sarona ve Uyun Kara gibi yerlerde bolge ekonomisinin ayrilmaz bir parcasi
haline gelmistir. Alman Museviler basta olmak iizere yabanc
yerlesimcilerin katilimi sarap endiistrisinin gelisimine énemli 6lgiide katkida
bulunmustur. Ancak endiistri, Ozellikle vergilendirme ve Avrupa
saraplartyla rekabet konusunda ¢ok sayida zorlukla karsilasmistir. Bu
zorluklara ragmen, bolgedeki sarap endiistrisi, 6zellikle Rothschild ailesi
gibi niifuzlu kisilerin hem yerel hem de yabanci yatirimlariyla desteklenerek
gelismeye devam etmistir. Osmanli Imparatorlugu tarafindan kurulan yasal
ve idari gerceveler endiistrinin diizenlenmesine yardimci olmustur, ancak
yerlesimciler ile yetkililer arasinda vergi orani, anlasmazliklara neden
olmustur.
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