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Yazar: Mehmed OSMANLI*

“Siye-yi Hiimayununun Atifetine Tamah Edenler”: Osmanli Biirokrasisinin Arz-1 Filistin’e
Yahudi Gégii Tahayyiiliiniin Sinirlar1 (1876-1904)

Ozet: Bu makale, merkezi Osmanli biirokrasisinin, (1881-1904) yillar1 arasinda cografi olarak
bugiinkii Filistin'in topraklarina yapilan ve bir¢ok yontemi ve arka plan igeren ilk siyasi Yahudi
gocline yonelik zihniyetini inceleyerek, Filistin meselesinin kokenini ve tarihini incelemeyi
amaglamaktadir. Bu, 1876-1904 yillari arasindaki arastirma donemi ve cergevesi icinde,
yonelimleri ne olursa olsun, Osmanli yonetimini tarafindan dénemin en 6nemli Yahudi
sahsiyetlerinden alinan Osmanl1 arsiv belgelerinin incelenmesiyle yapilmaktadir. Bu belgelerin
icerikleri ve baglamlari birinci boliimde incelenecektir. Ikinci bsliimde ise Osmanli yénetiminin
bu goclerle ilgili aldig1 en 6nemli tedbirler ele alinacak ve bunlarin mahiyeti arastirilmaya
calisilacaktir. Uciincii boliimde ise, bu tedbirleri gevreleyen “zihinsel ortami1” (I'univers mental)
kesfetmeye ve Filistin meselesine dair bu farkindaligin olusum asamalarini ve ¢alisma stiresi
boyunca bunun kademeli olarak eklemlenmesini anlamaya ayrilacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Filistin, Siyonizm, Yahudi gocti, Filistin meselesi, Osmanli Biirokrasisi, Iskan

“Those Coveting the Sympathy of His Imperial Shadow”: Boundaries of the Ottoman
Bureaucracy’s Imagination of Jewish Immigration to the Land of Palestine (1876-1904)

Abstract: This paper attempts to delve into the origin of the history of the Palestinian issue by
examining the mentality of the central Ottoman bureaucracy through one of its most important
representations. That is, the first political Jewish immigration to geographic land of Palestine in
the period (1881-1904), as a political migration, it has multiple methods and backgrounds. This is
done by studying the Ottoman archive documents received by the Ottoman administration at
that time from the most important Jewish figures, regardless of their orientations, within the
research period and its surroundings between the years 1876-1904. These documents and their
context will be reviewed in the first section. In the second section, the most important measures
taken by the aforementioned administration regarding these migrations will be discussed, and
an attempt will be made to explore their nature. The third section will be devoted to discovering
the “mental milieu” (l'univers mental) surrounding these procedures and trying to understand
the formation stages of this awareness of the Palestinian issue and its gradual articulation over
the period of study.

Keywords: Palestine, Zionism, Jewish immigration, Palestinian Issue, Ottoman Bureaucracy,
Settlement

* Doktora Adayi, Pamukkale Universitesi, Insan ve Toplum Bilimler Fakiiltesi, Tarih Bolimii,
muhosm90@gmail.com, ORCID: 0000-0002-1069-5913
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1 Omer Tellioglu, Filistin'e Musevi Gogii ve Siyonizm (1880-1914) (istanbul: Kitabevi, 2018), 27-30.
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2 Neville ]J. Mandel, “Ottoman Practice as Regards Jewish Settlement in Palestine, 1881-1908,”
Middle Eastern Studies 11, no. 1 (1975): 39; David Kushner, “Ali Ekrem Bey: Governor of Jerusalem,
1906-1908,” International Journal of Middle Eastern Studies 28, no. 3 (1996): 354.
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5 Azmi Erkan, “Osmanlilarin Son Doneminde (1840-1920) Filistin'de Yabanailar ile Yahudilerin
Toprak Miilkiyeti,” (Doktora Tezi, Marmara Universitesi, 2015), 95-6.
Jal (e ol 130 353 5m sl il o LaBY) 35 «(Tellioglu, 5. 41-65, 66-88) 1kl Cluas ll o2 (e 23 3al10
Bagl) 038 olad Llial) Akl i 5 yull (o) i) Jamall LEKS) b 4%e (38

7$it Tufan Buzpinar, “The Ottoman Response to Laurence Oliphant’s Project of Jewish Settlement
in Palestine (1879-1882),” Osmanli Arastirmalar: 56, no. 56 (2020): 283.
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BOA, HR.TO., Dos:521, Gom:74
9 Buzpinar, “The Ottoman Response,” 260, 264.
10 BOA, . MSM., Dos:35, Gom:1005, lef 1,3
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Extended Abstract

This paper attempts to delve into the origin of the Palestinian issue by
examining the mentality of the central Ottoman bureaucracy through one of
its most important representations, that is, the first political Jewish
immigration to geographic land of Palestine in the period (1881-1904). As a
political migration, it has multiple methods and backgrounds. This is done by
studying the Ottoman archive documents received by the Ottoman
administration at that time from the most important Jewish figures, regardless
of their orientations, within the research period (1876-1904) and its
surroundings.

Accordingly, this paper consists of an introductory historical background
and three parts with a conclusion. The introduction opened the idea of this
paper through a group of statements by bureaucrats and those concerned
with the Palestinian issue during the Ottoman era, placing this paper in its
historical context.

The first part, entitled The Context of the Petitions of the Advocates of Jewish
Immigration to the “Land of Palestine” submitted to the Ottoman Authority,
consists of two sections: 1) Mediator and Godfather: Moses Montefiore and
Lawrence Oliphant and 2) Silent Occupier and Agitator: The Rothschild Family and
Theodor Herzl. The general content of this topic is to explain all the primary
archival documents that reveal the names of the Zionist and Jewish figures
accompanying all of this paper and how their relationship with the Ottoman
authority and its bureaucracy began. The first section showed the existence of
an initial pattern of requesting a national homeland for the Jews in Palestine,
which was represented by non-explicit requests by Sir Montefiore from the
1850s until the beginning of the 1870s, and then developed with Oliphant
from 1878 until the British occupation of Egypt, to be an explicit request from
the Ottoman Sultan for the presence of Jews in the areas of Balga in natural
Palestine. The second section the matter will be developed with Herzl, who
will make an explicit request following the Basel Conference, and during all
this commotion, the important role of the Rothschild family in the issue of
debts and presence in the Palestinian territories will emerge gradually, in
detail, and in stages, during all those previous requests and in a different way
since the establishment of the first relationship between the Rothschild family
and Sultan Mahmud II until World War I in particular.

As for the second part, it was entitled Measures of the central Ottoman
bureaucracy regarding Jewish immigration to Palestine: a presentation and
discussion, and included six sections whose titles were as follows: 1) What is
the main problem in dealing with the measures of the Ottoman government
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preventing the presence of Jews in Palestine?, 2) What about changing the
administrators of Jerusalem?, 3) Jewish immigration under diplomatic relations, 4)
Conflicting measures, 5) Jewish immigration, the ruling palace, and Western
capitalism in the Arab Levant, 6) The Rothschild family and the Ottoman Empire, As
it becomes hear, it takes the form of questions and inquiries about discussing
the documents mentioned in the first part, while conducting research into
how these measures were taken by the Ottoman authority and its bureaucracy
in dealing with Jewish immigration to the land of Palestine.

In the first section, it was pointed out that it is necessary to read the
procedures of the Ottoman bureaucracy as being located in history within a
specific and significant context in light of the diplomatic relations and political
and economic conditions surrounding the Ottoman Empire and those that it
suffers from, and accordingly the rest of the sections of this topic were
discussed. Therefore, a number of points were discussed - but not limited to
them - related to these procedures. In the second section, I talked about the
dilemma of replacing the administrators of Jerusalem. Then in the third
section, the development of the influence of the local consulates in Palestine,
and behind them the embassies in the center, and their role in forming a
general perception of the presence of multinational Jews in Palestine and the
difficulty of the Ottoman government dealing with this complex situation. In
the 4t section, I discussed the conflict of these procedures and the reasons for
this natural conflict, which may be due to a structural dilemma in the country
with an emerging and unaware bureaucracy regarding the so-called Jewish
problem or even the Palestinian issue. As for the fifth section, it was about the
general relationship that formed the state with Western capitalism, the most
prominent example of which can be chosen is the issue of the Ottoman public
debts and how the likes of the Rothschild family played this role as an
intermediary between the great powers to grant debts to the Ottoman state at
the same time that it was acquiring lands in Palestine. Finally, in the 6t
section, the discussion focused specifically on this family and how it formed
the pinnacle of the relationship between the Ottoman government and the
presence of Jews in Palestine, whether it was immigration to it or merely
European-Jewish capitalist influence.

In the third and final part of this paper, which came under the title
Discussing the “mental milieu” of the Ottoman bureaucracy related to the origin of
the Palestinian issue (i.e. the settlement of Jews in Palestine), the talk was about an
opening term in it, which is the “mental milieu” (I'univers mental), which
developed with the French Annales School, and based on in particular with
Lucien Febvre, the talk was about an introduction to this concept and how to
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invest it in understanding this topic. Then it was divided into three sections
as follows: 1) Towards establishing the nature of the mental environment, 2)
Detailing the mental environment of the gradual and developing Ottoman
bureaucracy with the Palestinian issue, 3) Stages of the mental milieu of the Ottoman
bureaucracy regarding the Palestinian issue. In the first section, the general
context for linking this term (mental milieu) and the issue under investigation
in this paper was set by trying to frame it as forming the background behind
the various bureaucratic procedures discussed in the second section. In the 2»d
section, as is shown from its title, it was stated that there are several aspects
to dealing with the Jewish issue in Palestine, which are parallel to the nature
of the development of demands for the unintended presence and the
intentional housing of Jews in the Palestinian territories. As a result, the third
section revealed the existence of overlapping and evolving stages at the same
time for this mental milieu, which constitutes the background that, in one way
or another, moved the bureaucratic procedures towards the issue under
investigation.

At the end of the paper, the results of the research and its most important
components were summarized through a conclusion consisting of six points
that explained the problems facing the researcher when reading this very
sensitive topic, with a very general link to the events that followed the time
period within which the paper began the research (1876-1904), then I put an
overview of the historical approach through which it is recommended to read
the Jewish question or the history of the Palestinian issue and its relationship
with the Ottoman bureaucracy in particular.
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